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Interview Transcript 
Krista Dunkman (KD): It is Wednesday, October 25. We are at Wright State University 
in the Dunbar Library for History 7700. And I am Krista Dunkman, the interviewer. 
All right, please state your name. 
Emily Reth (ER): Emily Reth. 
[Transcriber’s note: Emily is a graduate student in the Public History program.] 
KD: Okay, Emily, what was your first day of classes like, here at Wright State? 
ER: It was a little stressful. I was really nervous about where I was going or if I even 
wanted to do the program. And I was really nervous about what my peers would think 
of me or if I was going to get a job after the classes would start. So I was really kind 
of nervous that this was, like, the first day of embarking on a new adventure, but I 
didn’t know if it was the adventure that I wanted to take or not. So, I was a little 
nervous and a little scared.  
KD: And what is yours favorite thing about Wright State?  
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ER: I would say my favorite thing about Wright State is probably that so many of the 
professors help out the students, whether it’s with class assignments or with whatever 
personal issues that they might be facing, but they definitely try to encourage the 
students to network with the alumni or people that they might know. So there’s really 
this empowering force that’s really driving the students to be successful. 
KD: And what do you want to do after you graduate? 
ER: I would really like to get a job [laughs] in the museum world, hopefully as a 
researcher, researching what new exhibits would be displayed at a museum.  
KD: And how do you think Wright State will help you achieve that goal? 
ER: Hopefully, I’ll be able to network with people that are already in the field and be able 
to work through different institutions, but um, hopefully they’ll be able to give me the 
contacts to do so. 
KD: And why did you choose Wright State? 
ER: I chose Wright State because they were one of the only universities that I saw that 
had a design course, an exhibit design program. A lot of the programs I was looking 
out on the east coast, they just had a lot of lectures or serious courses, but not a lot of 
practical courses. And so I really liked that hands-on approach that Wright State had. 
KD: Okay, and can you describe your typical day at Wright State? 
ER: My typical day is that I’ll get on campus about 10 or 11 o’clock, and then I will go to 
the graduate assistant office. I’ll either do homework or chat with my friends. And 
then we’ll go to class. Usually, it’s either History of the American South, or I’ll have 
office hours for a couple of hours, and then I’ll go to a second class.  
KD: And what’s your favorite class? 
ER: Since I’ve been here, or this year? 
KD: Since you’ve been here. 
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ER: Since I’ve been here, I’d probably say that my favorite class has been Public History. 
That was the first semester that we had. It was kind of the intro class, and it really 
made me think that academia and that practical use were really merged together in 
that course, and I really enjoyed it.  
KD: And who’s been your favorite professor? 
ER: Dr. Swanson is one of my favorite professors so far.  
KD: And why is that? 
ER: He has a sense of humor that kind of peeks out every once in a while. He’s very 
professional, and he’s very intelligent. You can tell that he knows a lot about a lot of 
different things. And he’s always willing to help you out. So, I think just a mix of all 
of that. I’ve enjoyed taking his courses.  
KD: And what’s your least favorite thing about Wright State? 
ER: The lack of parking [laughs] is my least favorite thing at Wright State. It’s so hard to 
find a parking spot here.  
KD: And what did you do this morning? 
ER: This morning, I was actually in South Bend, Indiana, and I was packing to come 
back here to Wright State. 
KD: What did you have for breakfast? 
ER: I had a cup of coffee. It was organic Colombian roast with an espresso creamer. 
[both laugh] And I had a banana. 
KD: All right, great, thank you so much! 
ER: Thank you! 
